Minutes

Elgin Street Public School Parent Council Meeting

October 9, 2007
Attendees: Jennifer Galpin, Ken Lawrence, Elizabeth Conabree, Doris Zastre, Tara Sheriden, B. Rootham, Kim Gauvin, Scott McKenzie, Bruce Hubbard, John Higgins, Tina Boisvert, Ilka Kaymer, Talia Chung, Olga Arnaudova, Mohan _____, Marie-Annick Maillé, Valerie Critchley
Meeting started at 5:45 pm

Approval of Minutes:  Valerie motioned to approve the minutes with the correction that Karen will not be coordinating volunteers but will be helping. Marie seconded.  Motion approved.

Website: Comment that website should be updated over summer to help new families.  Bruce explained that the school website was switched to another system over the summer and will be updated this fall. 
School Directory:  Forms have been distributed thanks to Margaret, Talia and Valerie.

Meeting organization: Request that agenda items are listed ahead of time so that the issues can go to subcommittee and people have advance notice of council discussions.

Principal’s Report: 
· School organization – is finished for this year.  Planning is starting for next year….

· Fire protection day is October 14th.  The Deputy Mayor and Deputy Fire Chief will be here.  There will be a fire safety plan competition.

· Telus: will be coming on Friday 11th to present the cheque.

· Staff day:  all children learn in different ways.  Bruce described techniques such as anchor charts and using visuals.

· Bruce described the extracurricular sports that are happening: Intramurals have started for Juniors.  Primary intramurals will be next. 

· Earth Care is a Board program.  The Earth Care Club is run by Julie Bennett and open to all students in grade 3 and up.  Students help with recycling etc.  Litterless lunches will promoted soon.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Vivian submitted the financial statement through email.  The translation grant is money that came in last year and the money was spent by September 30th.

Fundraising:

Ken distributed the fundraising plan.  Discussion about whether there is a Board limit to how much in total can be asked from parents over a year.

Cocoa Camino: number of items will be increased.  Notice that the chocolate bars from Cocoa Camino are no longer made at a nut-free facility.  There was some discussion about whether the parent council of a nut-free school  should be selling them.

Health and Safety

Marie gave an update on Fencing / Dogs – Looking for volunteers to work on the issue with regards to new plan for Jack Purcell.

Plans to look at Jack Purcell After-School care, perhaps something with more structure; extra-curricular activities for younger kids; sensitization of staff on issues of inclusiveness / diversity in handouts and classrooms.

Arts

Marie-Anick and Andrea reported.  As a result of the Parent / Teacher feedback to the Arts programs from last year, there will be a focus each term -  term 1 will focus on Visual Arts, term 2 on music and term 3 on drama and dance.  Performers will pass on to teachers how to build on what workshops present.

OCASC

Olga discussed the report on Special Education and the proposal about Privately-paid para-professionals.  This raised several questions about the extent of these proposals – do they cover only therapists or also music / art / sports performers brought in to supplement the curriculum.

Action: Olga will get more information on this.

Volunteers

Karen requested volunteers for the Multi-cultural dinner and will organize volunteers for the 22nd.

Greening – Kim reported that the staking out of the beds, paths and planting will be next week.

Funds

Scott received many questions about how funds were allotted last year.  He would like to create a subcommittee to draft a policy on how the council money should be spent.

Action: Scott will email committee.  

Funding Request

Bruce reported on classroom libraries.   This is the second of a three-year project that has the parent council matching funds with the school to create in-class libraries.  Books have been bought for all but 2 immersion classes which will be funded with next batch.  Request for second payment of $3400.   Discussion of whether to pay the entire amount at once or wait to ensure expected fundraising or this year is on track.  Decision to pay in two parts.

MOTION: Kim motioned to give $1700 to in-class libraries.  Seconded by Jennifer.  Motion approved.
Gilmour Street apartment building: Jennifer raised the question as to whether the school had been consulted about the permission given to build an apartment building next to the school.  Bruce reported that the school had not been consulted but he will look into it.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm. Ilka motioned and Jennifer seconded. 
